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Renovating a kitchen or bath is an investment many only want to make once — by
incorporating timeless design elements you can get the most mileage for your
time and money.
Investing in your house, whether you intend to sell or you're working on creating your
dream home, is a wise decision. Making large-scale changes like kitchen and bath
renovations are major investments that most homeowners only want to — or are able to
— make once.
Getting the most for your money and time is always important, and is perhaps more so
these days as our economy continues to fluctuate. When redesigning or building a new
home, thinking about style choices that will always remain in fashion is a smart way to
ensure that your money is being used in the best
way possible.
Trendy items that are all the rage right now might
seem out of touch or just plain ugly in the years to
come — you know, kind of like how avocado
green, yellow or orange appliances, countertops,
cabinets, floors, etc. were the big hit of the 1970s.
Chances are now that you wouldn't be caught dead living in house with a '70s-theme
kitchen.
Trends always change, and unless you have the resources to change your house with
them, making design choices that are likely to stay in style years down the line is a
smart decision.
And no one says that making the smart decision
means you have to be boring, or that you have to
sacrifice contemporary style and conveniences.
“I think when you're going to make a large investment, it's nice to think of bringing in
some classic elements,” says designer Susan Crupi of David R. Crupi, LLC.
“Classic design is timeless — it's something that never goes out of style. You can look at
it and you're not sure if it was designed years ago or today,” adds Crupi.
A Hollis pair of homeowners recently presented a challenge to Crupi — The owners
wanted a bathroom that could serve as a personal spa retreat. One wanted a look that
was a little more contemporary, while the other wanted something more on the
traditional side. The result is a master bathroom that manages to be both.
Perhaps the best example of classic meets contemporary, and the focal point of the
room, is the bathtub (pictured in the lead image above).

At first glance, the tub evokes the claw-footed free-standing tubs of the past. If you were
to look closer, you'd notice that this six-foot ThermoMasseur tub has all the modern
bells and whistles, including 40 air jets, a heated backrest and a freestanding tub filler
with a detachable hand wand. Situated in front of the window, the homeowners can feel
as though they're bathing outdoors in the privacy of their home.
For all those perks, the tub retains a simplistic, timeless look.
“The simplicity of it makes it quite stately and elegant,” says Crupi. “Classic design
doesn't mean you have to sacrifice modern conveniences.”
Throughout the master retreat there are touches of ageless design. The blue paint,
selected from a pigment in the tile, is both calming and a color that won't fall out of style.
The polished chrome faucets and accessories are simple, easy to use, and elegant. The
countertops and shower bench are made out of a material that will never go out of style
— granite.
“If you pick something trendy,” says Crupi, “there's the possibility that you may get tired
of it.”
But that doesn't mean you have to avoid everything that's new. Always, says Crupi, she works with clients to find what style
— be it ultra modern or Shaker simplistic — fits their personalities and the rest of their homes.
Matching up new renovations with the rest of your home is important — a reoccurring theme or style throughout the house is
important.
Combing the modern and creative with the timeless styles of the past, especially in New England and New Hampshire where
architecture is an important part of our identity, is something that will never fall out of fashion.
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